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Proceedings of the Medical Society of; Drs. Ludlow, Sandt, and Field, were ap- 
Northampton. County.—The Medical Society ' pointed a committee to prepare rules for the 
of N orthampttii County, met in Easton, } government of the Society in the monthly 
January 3, 1852. Present, Drs. Swift, ; meetings. 

Inpes, Abernethy, Lachenour, Field, } It was resolved that the members observe 
Schlough, Green, Scholl, James, Hollings- ; the Registration Law of Pennsylvania, and 
head, Ludlow, and Sandt. ‘make the proper returns to the Register of 

The amendment to Article 2d of the Con- ‘ Wills of this county. 
stitution, proposed at the last meeting and; The article relative to the certificates given 
published, was adopted. to medical students, at the commencement 

On motion of which, Dr. A. Smith, of : of their studies, was so amended that said 
Riegelsville, and Dr. T. Stewart, of Phil- ’ certificates shall hereafter be presented to the 
lipsburg, were elected members. ’ Recording Secretary, and a record made of 

Drs. George W. Freeman and John Sandt } them, so that a term of study of three years 
were admitted to membership. ‘may be ‘secured, and the graduates made 

The members resolved to hold monthly ‘eligible to membership in this Society. 
meetings for mutual improvement, and leave ; It was resolved, in order to cultivate greater 
legislative business for the annual and semi- : intimacy among the members of the profes- 
annual meetings. The first monthly meeting ; eion of the county, and more friendly feel- 
will be held on the last Saturday evening of} ing, that the members, at the annual and 
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semi-annual meetings, assemble around the >the average mean of November. Though 
festal board during the sessions, and the ‘the winter solstice is passed, and the sun is 
expense incurred in attending the meetings, jon his way returning to our hemisphere, 
be défrayed by the Society. ; scarcely for three days has the-plough been 
Oficers chosen for 1853 {impeded by frost ; and the meadows in this 
fp ‘ De. Robert E. J a ‘vicinity are hardly less green than in sum- 
resident.—Dr. Robert E. James. ‘mer. 
. . Q 
Vice: Presidents.—Drs. H. H. Abernethy ;  gome rain fell on eleven days, and a few 
and G. J. Scholl. {lakes of snow on one day ; seven days were 
Recording Secretary.—Dr. J. Ludlow. cloudy, and twelve are recorded as clear. 
Corresponding Secretary.--Dr. T. Green. }'The whole fall of rain for the month was 
2 ee - 17 — as recorded at the Pennsylvania 
elegates Hd ne ate ca. — ospita L- 
— C. pig sd C. Mulhallon, D. La-} ‘Though the weather has been warm, the 
chenour and E. Swift. changes have been rather sudden, and to 
Delegates to the American Medical Asso- mie perhaps, less agreeable than a 
eg t poi “8 F Fee may Trail Green, { coniinued lower temperature, especially from 
- J. Scuol, and 6. Senlougn. the 23d to the 25th, when a dense fog-cloud 
On motion, the Society adjourned to meet | ened upon the land. This was caused by 
at the United States Hotel, in —- ‘a gentle breeze from the south, coming in 
= meeting, a so , Monday } contact with the surface of the earth, then 
of July next, at ten o'clock A. M. ‘cooled down to about 26 degrees. The air 
The business of this meeting was ned ‘by this contact was rapidly cooled, and in 
acted with great unity of spirit, and the { proportion to the loss of caloric was its capa- 
a ccna. ra pc ‘city —— for retaining a: that 
ment to labour | g' ’ *<which it had held in invisible suspension 
pying the medical profession throughout the seco to be condensed and precipitated, and 
country. ‘Phe profession of this region has ’ hence a dense fog and a drizzly rain enve- 
never had so great reason to rejoice at its ' veloped us for three days. It was upon the 
prospects. With th rin surface of the carth, or very near it only, that 
ciety embrace within its membership all } this process of condensation was going on 
those devoted to scientific medicine, in all ‘ ang it is quite probable that at a ie rg 
this region of country, and while there is @ ‘sand feet above it, the sun and stars were 
spirit to advance in knowledge and profes- ; shining in a cloudless sky. But as the air 
= a by ee aoe was cooled, the earth was warmed, and some 
there 1s also a desire to aid the general ) may query why these two bodies, in contact 
movement beyond our borders to secure the je A vig cA not sooner brought to a 
great interests of the medical profession, } temperature so nearly equal as to prevent 
and to furnish the nation with those qualified ‘ precipitation ! This would doubtless have 
to alleviate or remove disease. ‘occurred had the same portion of air rested 
upon the same area of earth; but a light 
? breeze from the south, on the surface of the 


MEDICAL NEWS. {earth, or a little above it, prevailed, and 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE sthough the earth in this vicinity rapidly im- 
*  $bibed caloric from the passing air, the latter 


Weather in Philadelphia during Decem ‘(though in the same degree cooled) passed 
ber, 1852.—The average mean temperature { on to still colder regions, imparting addition- 
of this month in this longitude and meridian, Sal portions of its caloric, and precipitating 
is, according to our record, 31.50 degrees ‘additional portions of water; while that 
For fifty-seven years, preceding 1847, the } which replaced it, coming to us from the 
mean temperature of the month rose but once ‘ more distant South, instead of growing cooler 
so high as 38 degrees, according to Pierce ; ;to meet the rising temperature of the earth, 
while in 1847 it rose to 39 degrees, and, in} exhibited a rapid increase of temperature. 
the following year, to the unequalled height } Thus a glance at our record will show that 
of 44.87degrees. Again in 1852, the mean } the mercury stood at 28 degrees on the morn- 
average temperature of December just past, | ing of the 23d, the first day of fog and drizzly 
rose to 43.91, which is about 2degrees above ‘rain; at 38 degrees on the 24th, and at 48 
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degrees on the morning of the 25th; an in-}so well. So early as the 13th, sleighing 
crease much greater than the surface of the ; and skating were good at Quebec; and the 
earth could have experienced in the same ‘mercury fell to 10 above zero, at Waltham, 
period, and, by so much, rendering the con-.} Mass. On the 17th, a deep snow impeded 
trast in the relative temperature of the two ‘railroad travelling in Vermont ; and, on the 
bodies, and the consequent precipitation from { 22d, the mercury fell to 20 degrees in New 
the atmosphere greater. ‘York, and to 12 degrees at Jamaica, L. I. 

The range of the thermometer for the past ; Even on the 18th of November, the Mis- 
month was from 26, on the morning of the { sissippi River was closed with ice at St. 
22d, to 62 on the afternoon of the 7th, or 36 Paul’s, Minnesota; and in the latter part of 





degrees. 


‘that month snow is said to have covered the 


Though we have hitherto had little frost, ‘earth at Fort Union. and on the plains, to 


and less snow, our neighbours have not fared ; 


the depth of twenty inches. 






































| THERMOMETER. WIND—COURSE AND FORCE. j 
| Days REMARKS. 
Ci) | 
' month. | Sunrise.| 2 P.M. | Mean. | Sunrise. | 2P.M. 
1 38 50 4 W.N.W.1 N. W.2 Cloudless, clear and fine. | 
2 37 54 452 0 | §.S.W.1 | City mist, cloudless. 
3 41 46 43% N.E.2 | E.N.E.3 | Cloudy, rain 64 P.M. 
4 5 54 54} 0 | §W.l Rainy night with thunder, drizzly’ H 
day } 
5 §1 55 53 N. W. 24 N.W.2 Cloudy, fair, clear. | 
6 43 56 494 s.W.2 S. W. 2 Clear, “fair. 
7 47 62 644 8. by W. I. 8.8. W. 2 Cloudless, clear. | 
8 62 66 54 8. W.2 W.N. W. 3 | Do. Spring-like day. | 
9 43 64 482 E. N. E.1} 8.8. E. 2 Overcast, drizzling rain P.M. and, 
evening. 

10 50 64 52 N.N.W.3 N.N. W 1} | Do. cloudy, fair. | 

11 dt 41 2 N.N.E.3 N. by W.3 | Do. (rainy night), fine rain, clear.! 

12 33 40 364 8. W.1 W. by N.2 | Cloudless (windy night), fair. 

13 35 44 39} 8. by E.1 W.8. W. 3 | Cloudy, flakes of snow, clear. | 

14 32 40 36 w.l N.N.W.23 | Clear, cloudy. 
| 15 31 40 35} | N. by E.3 N.N.W.1 | Cloudy, clear, cloudless, | 

16 By 40 364 N.N.E.3 E. by N. 2 Overcast, ra’ny P.M. and evening. 

t 52 50 61 &.S. W.2 fel Do. rainy night, clear 6 P.M. | 
| 18 32 80 31 W.N.W.4 W. by N.2 | Cloudy, clear, fair. ' 

19 30 86 33 N.W.1 8. W.1 Do. fair. 

20 43 52 47 £.W.3 8.S.W.2 | Do. fair. 
| 21 40 40 40 N. E. 2 N.3 Rainy till 7 A. M., cloudy. | 
| @ 26 31 282 N.N.W.2 N.N.E.2 | Clear, cloudy. | 
| 93 28 32 30 N.N.E.1 N.1 Overcast, rain 9 A. M., drizzly day. 

24 3s 52 45 0 8.W.1 Dense fog, rainy after 8 A.N | 
| 25 48 46 7 W.N.W.2 N. by W.1 | Overcast, rainy and drizzly day. | 
| 26 42 50 46 N. W.1 W. by N.2 | Foggy, fair. 

27 35 42 384 N. by W.1 E. by 8.3 Fair, cloudy, rain 2 P. M. | 

28 58 52 55 8. W. by N.3 | Overcast, sprinkling, fair, clear. 
| 2 32 40 36 W. by N. 2 W. by 8.2 | Cloudless, clear. 

3 35 dt 394 8. 8.2 Clear, overcast. 
| 81 41 46 45 0 W. by N.1 | Dense fog, overcast, clear. 
| 
| 40.16; 47.67} 43.91 17 2 Monthly mean. | 

| | 











Tt may be of interest to state, at the close 
of the civil year—the meteorological year 
ends a month sooner—that the mean aver- 
age temperature for many years, at Phila- | 
delphia, is 52.05 degrees; that the mean 
temperature of the year just closed, was 
54,73, or 2,68 degrees above the common 
mean; also, that the range of the thermo- 
meter for the year was from half a degree 
below zero, in January, to 923 degrees 
above, in June, or 93 degrees. 


ending on the 25th, as reported from the 
Health Office, being 662, which is consider- 
ably less than for the same period last year. 
Of these, 168 were from diseases of the or- 
’ gans of respiration. With a view to deter- 
mine more definitely the influence of atmo- 
spheric changes upon diseases of the respi- 
ratory organs, the writer has for several 
years made a weekly abstract of this class 
of diseases from the bills of mortality, as 
published by the authority of the Board of 


The month was healthy, the number of Health. The abstract contains, also, the 


deaths from all causes for the four weeks 


whole number of deaths from all causes, to 
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which is appended the mean temperature of } 
the week, as observed by himself, and such } 
meteorological remarks as the season indi- 
cates. From this abstract, it appears that’ 
the whole number of deaths for the past year, 
from diseases of the respiratory organs (ex- 
clusive of hooping-cough, asthma, and et 
phyxia), was 2,126 ; being 205, or 11 per; 
cent. greater than for 1851. The greatest 
mortality from this class of diseases was in 
January and May, in each of which it rose 
to 247. The most fatal week to this class ! 
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responsible station, and for performing ably 
the arduous and active duties which will be 
required of him. 

The application of no one will be consi- 
dered whose age is under twenty-one or over 
twenty-five years, 


GENERAL ORDER. 
Navy DepaRTMeENT, 
December 13, 1852. 
It being desirable to obtain the best pro- 
fessional ability which may offer, for the 


of invalids ended on the 13th of March, } Medical Corps of the Navy, the Department 


when the number of deaths was 72. The: 
whole number of deaths from all causes, for 
the past year, was 9,680, which is 522, or 
about 8 per cent. greater than last year. 
The most sickly period was the five weeks 
embraced in the reports following, within 
May, when 960 deaths occurred; and the 
most healthy was the month just passed, the 
mortality of which is given above. Thene- 
crology of the year compared favourably with 
the last, the increase of deaths being neal. 
than the probable increase of population. 
P.S. 
PHILADELPHIA, 1st Month, 1, 1853. 
Medical Department of the Navy—A 
Board of Naval Surgeons for the examina. | 
tion of assistant-surgeons for promotion and 
of candidates for admission into the medical 
staff of the navy, assembled at the Naval 
Asylum, Philadelphia, December 15, 1852. 
The Board consists of Surgeon W. P. C. | 
Barton, President ; Surgeons Thomas Dil- 
lard, G.R.B Horner, W. S. W. Ruschen- 
berger, and Wm. Maxwell Wood, Mem- 
bers. { 
Hereafter, the Board is authorized to pass 











directs :— 

1. That hereafter annual Boards shall as- 
semble at such place as may be designated 
by the Department, about the close of the 
lecture seasons of the Colleges, for the se- 
lection of candidates for admission into the 
Medical Corps of the Navy. 

2, Each Board will select, from qualified 
candidates, such a number of the best as may 
be necessary to meet the demands of the 
service for the following year. 

3. As vacancies occur in the Medical 
Corps of the Navy, appointments will be 
made from the qualified candidates in the 
order of succession in which they may be 
named by the Board; but no appointment 
will be given to any such candidate who is 
over twenty-five years of age. 

4. No qualified candidates will be held 
over for appointment after one year, but all 
such must be re-examined and take position 
in the class in which they, are last exa- 
mined. 

5. Every candidate for admission will be 
examined, strictly and carefully, as to his 
physical capacity for the service, and the 
Board will make a separate report in each 


anumber for appointment in the medical ; case, which will be forwarded direct to the 
staff equal to the demands of the service for; Department, to be placed on file with the 


the year. The following circular from the 
Board, and general order from the Honor- 
able Secretary of the Navy, give all the in- 


formation on the subject of the examinations 


which candidates may require. 
No allowance is made for the expenses of 


persons undergoing these examinations, as ‘ 





testimonials of the candidate. This exami- 
nation will precede that as to professional 
qualifications, and no candidate who is not 
physically qualified will be examined pro- 
fessionally. 

6. Indetailing Boards for the examination 
of Assistant-Surgeons for promotion, as far 


they are indispensable prerequisites to ap-‘as practicable, a majority of the members 


pointment. * 

Applications must be addressed to the Se- 
cretary of the Navy ; must state the age and 
residence of the applicant, and must be ac- 
companied by respectable testimonials of 
his possessing the moral and physical quali- 
fications requisite for filling creditably the 


who have served on the Board next preced- 
ing, will be selected, in order that the rela- 
tive position of assistants of the same date, 
who have been examined at different times, 
may be more readily determined. 
JOHN P. KENNEDY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Navat Boarp or Mevicat Examiners, 
Nava AsyLum. 


Philadelphia, ————185 





To 


Candidate for admission into the 
Medical Corps of the Navy. 


To prevent misapprehension, and to ena- 
ble candidates more readily to comply with 
the preliminary requisitions for examination, 
their attention is invited to the following ex- 
tracts from the instructions of the Secretary 
of the Navy, which control the Board in its 
proceedings :— 

‘¢The Board will examine minutely and 
rigidly each candidate for admission, to as- 
certain if he is qualified, in mind and body, 
to discharge the arduous duties of a Medical 
officer of the Navy; and its attention will 
be directed to moral character as well as to 
scientific and professional attainments, in all 
its examinations. 

‘“¢ The Board will ascertain from each can- 
didate his precise age, and, in their report of 
the results of the examination, affix it to his 
name.” 

Each candidate will, therefore, present to 
the Board such testimonials of moral charac- 
ter as, in his opinion, will be satisfactory ; 
and also a certificate, signed by his parents 
or guardians, stating precisely and fully the 
date and place of his birth. 

Very respectfully, &c., 


President of Naval Board of Medical 
Examiners. 


Northern Medical Association.—At a 
meeting of the Northern Medical Associa- 
tion, held January 6, 1853, the following 
members were elected officers for the pre- 
sent year:— 

President.—Dr. Benjamin S. Janney. 

Vice-President.—Dr. N. L. Hatfield. 

Counsellors.—Drs. Joseph R. Bryan, John 
F. Lamb, Isaac Remington, Wm. Maybur- 
ry, and John Uhler, Jr. 

Secretary.—Dr. J. Henry Smaltz. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. Isaac 
Remington. 

Reporting Secretaries.—Drs. John Rhein 
and C, P. Turner. 

Delegates to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation.—Drs. L. Curtis, B. S. Janney, N. 
L. Hatfield, J. F. Lamb, R. J. Levis, and 
Isaac Remington. 
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Mode of Living in the Western States.— 
A writer in the Western Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal Journal (November, 1852), says that 
the large quantities of calomel consumed in 
the Western States is not owing, as some 
have supposed, to the ‘‘ general inferiority in 
the qualifications of the physicians’’ there, 
‘* as it is a fact well known to intelligent and 
scientific men that the physicians of the West 
stand pre-eminent in pointof medical attain- 
ments ;”’ but he ascribes it to the large quan- 
tity of carbonaceous materials taken as food, 
and which being greater than can be con- 
sumed in the lungs or eliminated by the 
liver, remains in the system and acts there 
asapoison. In proof of this, he draws the 
following picture of the mode of life of a 
farmer :— 

‘* Let us suppose him to be in the noonday 
of life; a man of Herculean strength; the 
roses of health are blooming on his cheeks, 
and his iron frame and buoyant energy seem 
as though they might well withstand the 
assaults of time for a century. He is the 
owner, perhaps, of a beautiful farm on one 
of our high and rolling prairies, and proba- 
bly the husband and father of a lovely family. 
He now for the first time begins to conform 
tothe habits and customs of the western peo- 
ple. He becomes schooled in the hygienic 
rules and opinionsof the community in which 
he lives; and in a few short months the un- 
mistakable marks of his false doctrine are 
clearly impressed upon his countenance in 
; letters ike gold— 


¢ And with a green and yellow melancholy he sits, 
Like patience on a monument smiling at grief.’ 














‘¢ A physician is called ; the symptoms are 
too well developed to admit of a doubt, and 
almost involuntarily the doctor turns to his 
calomel-box, the great specific is adminis- 
tered, and after going through the regular 
routine of a mercurial purge and its conse- 
; quent debilitating effects, our friend finds 
himself once more prepared to engage in the 
active duties of lite, and once more exposes 
himself, with a renewed energy, to the dele- 
terious influence of the original exciting 
cause. 

“But let us follow our friend a little farther 
and examine closely for the circumstances 
that have contributed to produce this aston- 
? ishing change. Let usenter into his family 
circle and partake of his hospitality. It is 
$the month of August, and he has been all 
‘day toiling beneath the burning rays of a 
‘mid-summer’s sun. He returns to his 
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family to rest and refresh himself. He feels | objects, it is urged, is for the physicians 
that he needs something to strengthen and {of the State to accomplish a more ge- 
sustain him. His wife, under the same im- {neral organization of County Medical So- 
pression, has kindly prepared for him what cieties, to be auxiliary to the State Medical 
she considers the most nutritious meal at Society ; and for them to entertain a deeper 
= —. —_ wed 8 = — for, = secure a _ reine 
the centre of the table, in which the luscious ; upon the annual meeti t tate So- 
lumps of fat are Seating in a sea of gravy, an. ‘eeacieaiaailiiael 
such a food as Iceland’s sturdy sons might; These are undoubtedly correct views, and 
glory in. A little to one side of this there ; we hope that the physicians of the State will 
= a awe of — Tr ee which = a es ' yan to ~ — made : 
the good woman, in her laudable desire to; them, speedily organize themselves, an 
render nutritious, has kneaded with oil in- om in the great effort now making in al- 
stead of water. On the opposite side of the ‘ most every section of our Union, to improve 
meat-dish sets a large corn-pone, through / our science, and secure to those who practice 
— ne vn ~_ sen mei — : the elevated position they ought to hold in 
slices of fat pork from the fattest porkers, {the community. 
are bountifully interspersed, and to these are 
added, for the sake of variety, a few potatoes ; Traumatic Tetanus—Recovery.—Dr. J. 
fried in fat. ‘J. Tuweatt, of Petersburg, Virginia, re- 
“ These things constitute the principal part : cords (Stethoscope, January, 1853) the fol- 
of a very fat supper, from which our friend ; lowing case of traumatic tetanus which ter- 
will doubtless make 0 very fat meal, so that nnn in recovery :— 
it may be truly said of him that he ‘‘lives; A coloured man, aged 35, while engaged 
on the fat of the land.”’ After supper, he in working on the Appomattox Railroad, re- 
srr at cool oo i the oe may —- — — — . ” ~ 
ave free access to him, to sit or lie dowd, { of the first and second phalanges of the first 
probably on the damp earth, his clothes drip- } and second fingers of the left hand. About 
ping with perspiration, where he remains j ten or fifteen days after the reception of the 
until bedtime. The same process is re- ‘injury, the wound healing kindly by the 
peated day after day; sickness may check | process of granulation, he was seized with 
but cannot change his course, until at length {symptoms of tetanus; and, on the 16th of 
he becomes the on of hypochondriasis | September, I found him in the following 
and the picture of despair. dition: j i ; rigidi 
“Tf a however, a the worst result to se il el a prio 
be feared, he might truly congratulate him- } opisthotonos; the recti muscles contracted 
self; but, on the contrary, it is more fre- {and hard ; neck stiff ; pain in the right side ; 
quently only the precursor of a more deplo- ‘spasmodic jerkings; pulse quick and com- 
rable and hopeless organic change. Now, !pressible; countenance anxious; tongue 
lest some of my eastern readers should sup- ; furred ; cerebral functions natural. He was 
pose that this account is somewhat exagge- ‘directed to be extensively cupped along the 
rated, = — _ = it isa 94 ; Spine, and ten grains of calomel and two of 
picture from life, one which no man who § opium at bedtime. 
has travelled in the Western States can fail | Sept. 17.—Symptoms the same ; had had 
to recognize.” {no sleep during the night ; complains of pain 
_ ‘in the jaws and neck; also violent pain in 
Address to the Physicians of the State of ‘the lower extremities, accompanied with 
North Carolina.—We have received, from a ; spasmodic twitchings. He complained also 
a. of the vay tg — of se “ie in the right side ; directed nga 
arolina, a copy of an address to the phy- ‘to the side, a stimulating enema and one o 
sicians of that State, soliciting their coopera- {the following pills every three hours: R. 
tion in the effort now being made by a por- } Ext. cannabis indica grs. xij; div. in pil. No. 
tion of their contemporaries to improve the vj. Warm poultice to the ioe, and six 
medical profession of the State, and to dis- i grains of calomel and one of opium at night. 
cover thé means best calculated to promote: The wounded fingers were keptenveloped 
the health and protect the lives of the peo- lin a warm milk and bread poultice. 
ple. The only certain way to effect these | 18th. No alteration. The Indian hemp had 
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produced no effect, probably on account of i his legs. Ordered to continue the chloro- 
its inferior quality ; the spasms were more} form internally twice a day, and use the lini- 
frequent, and gave him great pain; his jaws; ment only on the parts affected with spasms; 
were so clinched that it was with great dif-’ nourishing diet; the other remedies con- 
ficulty that nourishment could be adminis- $ tinued. 
tered ; and, for the first time, deglutition was; October 1.—Had rested well night and 
effected. His head, trunk, and lower extre- ; day ; can open his jaws about an inch; 
mities were rigid and immovable; counte-;spasms less frequent; abdominal walls 
nance indicated great physical saflving. $ softer ; speech and deglutition natural; ex- 
R. Chloroform 3); ol. olive 3j. M. Lini- } cellent appetite; trunk less bent; pulse 
ment. To be rubbed on the spine, abdo- $ natural; bowels open. He was ordered 
men, and extremities morning and night ; ‘to take the chloruform internally twice a 
thirty drops of the pure chloroform in a little} day ; to use the liniment only when the 
sweetened water every four hours; a poul- } spasms came on; diet the same. 
tice of stramonium-leaves to the denne, 7th. Has nel to improve. Bowels 
and the following powder at bedtime: R ’ slightly confined ; ordered a dose of oil and 
Calomel, grs. vj; morphine muriat. gr. 4. ; turpentine ; continued the chloroform in- 
M. ; ternally. 

19th. This morning I found Chappel free; 9th. All of the »ymptoms better. 
from pain since his attack; had slept four; 11th. When I called to see Chappel to-day 
hours, according to the report of his nurse ; I found him sitting up in his chair; could 
pulse slower; less spasmodic action in the { move his limbs, and open his mouth wide 
limbs ; continued the remedies; diet, beef ‘cam to allow us to examine his tongue 








tea. and throat ; abdomen soft and compressible ; 

2ist. Gums slightly touched ; rested well pulse 75; appetite increased; sleeps well ; 
during the night; spasms diminished; can; bowels regular; complains of no pain, but 
open his mouth wide enough to get a small greatly of fatigue ; directed the chloroform 
spoon between the teeth; pulse 80, soft and} to be given at night, and the liniment to be 
compressible, I dinectod the chloroform to} used only when there were pain and spasm ; 
be more extensively rubbed over the body ; ; stramonium-leaves to the abdomen ; hot salt 
the other remedies to be continued ; weed bee bath at bedtime; beef and chiskon for 
diet. | diet ; brandy toddy. 
; 





24th. Chappel was better to-day; can; 15th. He is now able to sit up without 
open his mouth sufficiently to protrude the } much inconvenience ; can bend the body 
tip end of his tongue; can move and flex the } without pain ; looks well, ‘and appears cheer- 
right leg; sleeps well; the spasmodic jerk- } ful. From this date he rapidly recovered ; 
ings were confined to one side; can move ; the chloroform was given at night for several 
his head a little; demands more to eat;}days. He is now walking about; appears 
bowels slightly constipated; prescribed an } well inevery respect, except a little stiffness 
enema; discontinued the calomel ; continued i of the joints. 
the chloroform; in lieu of the poultice, his } _ 
abdomen was covered with stramonium-; Transactions of the American Medical 
leaves steeped in hot water; a hot pedilu-? Association. Vol. V.—This large and 
vium at night; chicken soup; a glass of; valuable volume, containing nine hundred 
brandy toddy during the day. ‘and forty pages with several maps, is for 
27th. In addition to the previous reme- sale by Blanchard & Lea, and will be fur- 
dies, a dose of calomel and opium at bed- ‘ nished on remitting five dollars. 
time. A smaller edition of this having been 
28th. He was now completely under the} printed than of the preceding volumes, those 
influence of mercury; can protrude his} who desire it should apply early. 
tongue about an inch ; complains of no pain;; We understand that the funds thus far 
rests well. The spasms were continually ; received do not cover the expenses of publi- 
shifting from one limb to the other, and from } cation. 
one side to the other ; his shirt and drawers}; A few complete sets in five volumes are 
were saturated with the chloroform liniment ; } also still to be obtained at the price oftwenty- 
pulse 80; appetite good; can flex both of } five dollars for the five volumes. 
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Heath directed my attention to the patient’s 


‘face. This was about five minutes after the 


Death from the Administration of Chloro- 
form at the Manchester Royal Infirmary.— je 
A person named Henry Hollingworth, a fac- ; 
tory operative from Newton-moor, near } 
Hyde, has fallena victim, at the Manchester ‘ 
Royal Infirmary, to the use of chloroform, ! 
administered to nullify the pain consequent : 
upon a severe operation. An inquest was 
held on view of the body by Mr. Herford, 
coroner for the borough, when the following 
evidence was given :— 

Mr. John Wright Baker, house-surgeon 
at the Royal Infirmary, said the deceased } 
was admitted on the 16th of December, on 
account of a malignant tumour on the right 
thigh, to remove which an operation was 
performed, as it was looked upon as a can- 
cerous tumour, though enveloped in much 
doubt, as those tumours often are. He was 
in a bad state of health when admitted, and 
everything was done to improve his health 
previous to the operation. A consultation, 
as I understood, had been held previous to 
his admission, and it had then been deter- 
mined that the operation should be perform- 
ed, of course with the consent of the patient. 
The consultation was of all the medical men 
of the infirmary. The deceased, the day 
before the operation, said he was ready for 
it, but wished to have chloroform. Almost 
every patient takes it. I said he should have 
it if he wished it, and that he would feel no 
pain, and that I would do all I could to sup- 
port his strength. I did not give him any 
caution. We have given chloroform fre- 
quently, and never had a fatal case before. 
At eleven o’clock on Friday, the 24th of 
December, the operation took place. There 
were present, Mr. Jordan, as the operator ; 
Wr. Beever, as his assistant in the operation ; 
Mr. Wilson, Dr. Renaud, and Dr. Wilkin- 
son (all members of the honorary aed 
staff of the infirmary), and myself. Mr. | 
Frederick Heath, a qualified surgeon, ad- ; 
ministered the chloroform. The man was | 
very much excited, struggled, and talked } 
fast. The chloroform was administered 
slowly, and every precaution was taken to } 
prevent any danger; and the medical men | 
remarked two or three times how very long | 

it was in taking effect. He at last became } 
insensible in about seven minutes at least. 
Mr. Jordan commenced the operation by an 
incision into the skin covering the tumour. 
I was assisting the surgeon, when Mr. 








} immediately. 


‘nated with chloroform within it. 
‘rather hysterical, and had had a fit when 


operation had commenced. I then observed 


congestion about the face, but there was no 
stertorous breathing. His pupils appeared 
‘ almost to have ceased to act. His breathing 
was become exceedingly slow, and he 
seemed to be sinking fast. I directed the 
attention of the operator and other medical 
men to these symptoms. The operation was 
then suspended, and means resorted to for 
restoring animation, but the pupils had 
ceased to act, and had become fixed almost 
He gave one strong gasp, 
and then to all appearance was dead. In 


}administering the chloroform, successive 


doses were given until it took effect. Every 
dose consisted of a drachm, taken at inter- 
vals, in an inhaler. Constitutions differ 
with regard to the effect produced by chlo- 
roform, but we use every precaution to pre- 
vent injury; and I am satisfied that the sur- 
geons did their duty in the administration 
of the chloroform and in the operation. 

Mr. Jordan was examined, and stated, in 
corroboration of Mr. Baker's evidence, that 
more time elapsed than usual before insen- 
sibility was produced, and then it was not 
complete, for after the incision was made, 
the man, more than once, said a cat was 
scratching him. Chloroform was generally 
administered in cases of operation, unless 
there were circumstances which, in the 
opinion of the surgeons, rendered it unde- 
sirable. Mr. Heath wasa competent person 
to administer chloroform. The post-mortem 
examination showed that asphyxia, caused 
by chloroform, produced the death. There 
was congestion both of the brain and lungs. 

Verdict—“‘ Died from the effects of chlo- 
roform.’’—Lancet, January 1, 1853. 

Impending Death from Chloroform; Re- 
suscitation by raising the Epiglottis, and 
direct Insufflation.—One of M. Ricorp’'s 
pupils has just addressed a letter to this 
surgeon, in L’ Union Médicale, wherein he 
states that he succeeded in rescuing from 
i the grave a patient of his (who was being 
| asphyxiated with chloroform), by following 

M. Ricord’s plan of resuscitation. The lady 
was having some verruce removed from the 
; vulva, &c., and had been narcotized with 
the handkerchief and pledget of lint impreg- 
She was 


under the influence of chloroform some time 
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previously. In this instance, narcotism was } to be much aided by such combination. In 
obtained after seven minutes’ inhalation, { the treatment of cutaneous struma and lupus 
and the handkerchief was removed from the } at the Hospital for Skin Diseases, it is usual 
mouth from time totime. After the first | to administer along with the oil small doses 
verruce were excised, sensibility returned ; ' of mercurials, which are often continued for 
chloroform was given again, and in four{many months. The success attending this 
minutes the whole operation was finished, § practice is very great, and appears to much 
but the patient was pronounced pulseless, } exceed that which results from the adminis- 
and the ear applied to the chest could per- ’ tration of either drug alone.— Medical Times 
ceive no cardiac sounds. The operator, in Sand Gazette, January 1, 1853, 

great alarm, passed his finger into the pos- = 


terior part of the patient’s mouth, and found Vunerpected Care of Warts by Cortenet 
the epiglottis covering the entrance of the of yw Pea ate A h ae 
larynx. By pulling the tongue forward, and a ee ee 
pressing the base of the epiglottis, the larynx {72% covered with be arts, consulted Dr. 
wen freed, end the yours en hee a — for gastralgia, and was ordered to 
plied his mouth upon the patient’s, and take carbonate of magnesia. At the end of 

: : ; two months the gastralgia remained unal- 
vigorously insufflated the Jungs, whilst one sed. bes the unnes bak @ 

‘ , bye rts had disappeared. M. 
of the assistants (there had been two all Lambuetatialetnent dh dici 
along) pressed down the parietes of the eR Sees oon ener nee oe 
thorax. This was repeated twice, for five oe aly per the dose of oe oonful 
sulestne os the ltnes eb he sete, Oe night and morning, for a similar affection. 
© fw eemeane tale een Wmane one After — days of the use of the powdered 
gradually recovered, and has done well.— joe. ig hs . pee became Sastoned and 
p eoeennng, Seenraneecran Aegon maller; they dried up, split, and fell off in 

’ \ fragments, and at the end of five weeks had 
Chun: Martane Qanden: cebu disappeared without leaving a trace.—Medi- 
oil has for some time been employed as an - — = Sea a = 
external application in the treatment of cuta- 1852 ee a a 
neous maladies, and from that country it : 
has recently been introduced into English 
practice. Wehave had frequent opportuni-; Permanganate of Potash in Diabetes— 
ties of watching its effects as prescribed by } Mr. Georce Sampson, in a letter ina late 
Mr. Pacer, in the out-patients’ room of St. } number of the Lancet (Jan. 8, 1153), states, 
Bartholomew’s Hospital. The class of ‘‘I have repeatedly applied to my chemical 
cases for which it appears most applicable, § friends to assist me in finding some medici- 
is that of chronic eczematous eruptions, un- { nal preparation capable of giving out oxygen 
attended by acute inflammation of the skin {readily when taken into the stomach. The 
or general pyrexia. In abating the trouble- } chlorate of potash having failed to effect the 
some itching which frequently accompanies { desired object, it was suggested to me by 
this disease, especially in old people, it has } Mr. Squire, of Oxford street, to try the per- 
manifested powers decidedly superior to }manganate ofpotash. [immediately adopted 
those of any other application with which {the suggestion ; and having met with con- 
we are acquainted. In the majority of in- | siderable success in the use of this salt, I 
stances it can, of course, only be expected { now venture to call the attention of the pro- 
to assist constitutional treatment, not to su- ; fession to this subject, through the medium 
persede it. ‘of your valuable journal. 

We have as yet had no opportunity of} ‘‘I have found this medicine of essential 
forming an opinion respecting the proposed { service in several cases of obstinate dyspep- 
inunction of the oil in cases of phthisis, { sia, especially when there existed a profuse 
where the stomach cannot take it. Whilst ; flow of urine; its effect in speedily dimi- 
on this subject, however, we feel inclined / nishing the quantity of that secretion has been 
to strongly recommend the practice of exhi- } strikingly marked, and has usually been 
biting it simultaneously with tonics, as iron, { followed by improvement in the general 
quinine, etc., which is now adopted with ‘ health. 
great success at several hospitals. Thedi-; ‘‘ The'following case is also calculated to 
gestion and assimilation of the oil appears ; show that the permanganate of potash pos- 
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sesses powers which deserve to be tho-' Influence of the Leaves of the Ash-Tree 
roughly investigated :— :(Fraxinus Polygamie) in the Treatment of 
“* A gentleman upwards of sixty years of Gout and Rheumatism. By Drs. Povcer 
age, residing in the country, had for several and Pevravp.—The most useful acquisi- 
months been suffering from confirmed dia- } tions in materia medica are due generally to 
betes mellitus when I first saw him, two ‘chance, or, rather, toa protective Providence 
years and ahalf ago. In the course of the over human health; e. g., the antiperiodic 
twenty-four hours he passed from ten to’ properties of cinchona. 
twelve pints of urine, the specific gravity of; In 1842, Dr. Peyraud experienced his first 
which was 1.035 in the morning, and 1.040 ; attack of gout, for which he employed the 
in the evening. The patient was greatly ; usual remedies. The attack lasted twenty- 
emaciated, and he suffered severely from ' five days. During the threedollowing years 
constant pains in the back and thighs, and ‘ the disease increased both in frequency and 
from increasing debility. After he had per- { violence, and the patient went through the 
severingly tried various remedies for nine or ; several forms of treatment without finding 
ten months without deriving any benefit, I ‘relief. He heard by accident that the infu- 
began, in August, 1850, to give him the {sion of the ash-leaves had long been con- 
permanganate of potash in solution, in doses ; sidered a specific in the department of Dor- 
of two grains, which were afterwards in- ; dogne, and that the peasantry of the district 
creased to three grains, three times a day. } used it to ‘‘ chase away their pains.’’ Dr. 
In the course of a few days a visible im- { Peyraud found it upon trial so useful that he 
provement took place; he felt better; the }had but one attack of gout from 1845 to 
quantity of urine began to diminish, and the ; 1849. 
thirst became less troublesome. These fa-; M.B.,amerchant of Bordeaux, was seized 
vourable symptoms were soon followed by ; with an attack of gout, for the first time, in 
some return of appetite, and a gradual in- } the right foot. He was ordered infusion of 
crease of strength. This amendment went} ash-leaves; upon the second day ‘he was 
{on without interruption; the medicine was able to come down stairs and to leave his 
continued for three months, until the follow- { house. Ever since he has had recourse to 
ing November, when all medical treatment } the same remedy with good effect upon ex- 
was discontinued, as the patient felt quite { periencing premonitory symptoms, such as 
well, and the urine was reduced to its natu- $ headache, loss of appetite, etc. The same 
ral amount. A remarkable fact must, how- 3 success followed its administration in cases 
ever, be mentioned, that at that time, not-?of acute articular rheumatism. A house- 
withstanding the restoration of the general } painter, aged 28, had, upon several occa- 
health, the urine still contained a consider- $ sions, suffered from acute articular rheuma- 
able quantity of sugar. I am not aware$tism, accompanied by endocarditis, which 
whether this state still exists, but the pa- {prevented his following his occupation for 
tient’s report to me a few days since ran} four months or more. December 25, 1849, 
thus: ‘I pass less than a pint of urine dur- ; he had pain in the articulations of the feet, 
ing the night, and somewhat more during ; knees, and wrists,-with swelling, accompa- 
the day ; the pains are gone, and I can walk ; nied by difficulty of respiration and inability 
a fair distance without fatigue.’ to lie down. December 30, he was so weak 
“The dose of permanganate of potash: that it was thought better, before bleeding 
which I have generally found to agree best} him, to try the infusion of ash-leaves. In 
with the stomach, is from one to three grains ; about twelve hours, and after the third dose, 
in solution, and it should be given in ronal 0 patient was able to breathe easier, and 
or four tablespoonfuls of water three times’ there were fewer precordial pains. On the 
a day, shortly before meals.”’ § fourth day, the articular pains had diminished 
{Our friend, Dr. Wm. Pepper, has tried’ in intensity, the respiration was freer, and 
this preparation in one case of diabetes with. ; the appetite had returned. January 22, he 
out the slightest effect on the disease being ; was able to resume work. The authors now 
produced, and we have ourselves adminis- {administer it in the form of a fine powder 
tered it in a case of albuminuria, and with a3in preference to the infusion. Other cases 
like result. We could not perceive that it; are related in the Essay.—Op. cit. Nov. 
exerted the slightest influence over the dis- ‘ 1852, 
ease. ] ( 
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Hopital de la Pitié—Service of M. No- ‘some time been accustomed to prescribe a 
nat. Paralysis of the Extremities treated ;long-continued course of the ammoniated 
with Sulphurous Baths and with Brucine.— ; copper in malignant diseases, and seemingly 
A gardener, aged 32, was in the habit of § with some good results. Its action is proba- 
plunging his hands into water ; his feet also’ bly that ofatonic. In several cases the health 
were constantly wet. Inthe month of April, { of the patient has appeared to improve very 
he experienced a creeping feeling in both} perceptibly. Scirrhus of the breast and can- 
hands and feet, which easily became chilled. ; croid ulcers of the skin are the forms in 
After a few days he was unable to walk ; which it has principally been tried. The 
steadily, nor could he carry watering-pots } dose has ranged from the eighth to a quarter 
with ease. Soon he stumbled, in spite of} of a grain three times daily, and has often 
himself, could carry no weight, and was; been continued for many months. We be- 
obliged to give up work. August 22, the} lieve it has been employed for nearly similar 
hands are flexed and pronated; the patient } purposes in veterinary medicine. 
can scarcely bend his fingers; he can neither | 
raise nor supine the hands; the forearm is 
thin, but it can be flexed or extended upon 
the upper arm. The feet are extended upon 
the leg (2. €., the toes pointed downwards), { states of the constitution, and are also ame- 
and turned from without inwards ; the leg‘ nable, for the most part, to similar plans of 
is thin, and the ligaments seem relaxed. | treatment. The great degree of success 
The extensor muscles of the leg (quadriceps } which we have observed to accrue from that 
extensor cruris) are paralyzed, the muscles } pursued at the Hospital for Diseases of the 
of the calf hard, and tender on pressure. } Skin, makes us desirous of attracting to it 
The functions of digestion go on as usual, ‘ the attention of the profession. It consists, 
and the patient has never had pain. From; essentially in the combination of ferruginous 
the day of his admission into the hospital to! salts with saline aperients.* Inthe common 
the present time (September 10), he has’ forms of acne, as acne simplex and punctata, 
taken brucine pills, and had sulphur-baths.‘ Mr. Startin usually prescribes ferri sulphat. 
There has been slow but progressive im-: gr. ij, magnes. sulph. 3i, ter die sumend. ; 
provement, which is evident both in the arm ; ordering also a small portion of an ointment, 
and in the thigh; the feet and legs remain } containing the ammonio-chloride of mercury, 
the same. Paralysis of the four extremities; gr. x ad. 3j, to be applied to each pimple 
coming on without any other appreciable‘ every night. The acne indurata is charac- 
cause than the frequent immersion of the} terized by much more of inflammatory con- 
hands and feet into water is a very rare oc- ; densation of tissue, for the removal of which 
currence. All the features in the above case } it is usually necessary to excite the absorb- 
illustrate exactly the ‘‘ progressive muscular’ ents to increased action, and the iodide of 
atrophy’’ described by M. Aran. Perhaps iron, in doses of gr. iij, three times daily, 
too much importance may have been attach- ; appears to be its most efficient remedy. All 
ed to the fact of the immersion in water. —} who have attentively watched the phenomena 
Op. cit. Nov. 1852. j attendant on the furunculous epidemic which 

— has been so rife of late years, will be aware 

Ammonio-Sulphate of Copper.—At the : that its outbreak in individuals has been very 
Westminster Hospital, Dr. Hamizton Roe‘ frequently preceded by headache, giddiness, 
has recently employed this salt very success- lassitude, dyspepsia, and other evidences of 
fully in the treatment of a series of cases of } a diserdesed otate of the circulating fluids. 
severe chorea, the patients being mostly ; This granted, and we have at once a scien- 
children under fourteen years of age. In‘ tific basis on which to ground the requisite 
several, the sulphate of zinc and sesquichlo- ; treatment. By the exhibition of full doses 
ride of iron had been tried previously, wu of iron, in combination with saline purga- 
without benefit. The dose given has been } tives, the blood is at once depurated and re- 
from half a grain to a grain three times daily. | novated. The usual prescription at this 
Its use in this complaint is - novel. In‘ hospital is mist. ferri acid. 3iij ter die, and 
Italy it has gained a considerable reputation, 
pee known by the name of the “‘ specific on vh. M, herve sy yey a as 
of Stissero.’? Mr. Startin, of London, has for § macopwia of the Hospital for Cutancous Diseases. 
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Treatment of Acne and Boils.--We have 
classed these diseases together because they 
appear to depend very frequently on similar 




















28 
under its use the improvement inthe general 
health is often no less manifest than the rapid 
subsidence of the local disease. With; 
greater care in regard to purgation, the same } 
plan may be adopted in cases of small car: } 
buncles.—Medigal Times and Gazette. 

Painful Erections.—Dr. Sremonp, of 
Vienna, recommends, in painful erections, 
lupulin, in the dose of one grain mixed with 
sugar every two or three hours. Lupulin is 
a mixture of the microscopic glandular cor- 
puscles which cover the outer shell of the 
female flower of the hop, and is not to be 
confounded with lupulite, the bitter principle 
of the hop.—Medical Times and Gazette, 
November 20, 1852. 

Diphtheritic Exudation in Scarlet Fever. 
—Dr. Witisuire, at a meeting of the Medi- 
cal Society of London (Nov. 20, 1852), in- 
quired if any member practising on the Sur- 
rey side of the river had noticed any pecu- 
liarity in the present epidemic of scarlatina. 
It had never been his lot to observe scarlet 
fever so fatal. It was not, however, pecu- 
liar only for its fatality, but for the strong 
tendency which prevailed to a diphtheritic 
exudation in the throat. This tendency to 
diphtheritic exudation also existed in other 
diseases now prevalent. It took place ona 
blistered surface, on sores on the nates, &c., 
and in some cases on the mucous membrane 
of the vagina. He had seen two cases of 
the latter, occurring in young women at the ; 
Surrey Dispensary. Did this peculiarity ; 
occur in the higher situated partsof the me- ; 
tropolis! | He might mention that in many 
cases of scarlatina the patient succumbed 
early in the attack; in others from the se- 
quele; but he had seen no case in which 
the ulceration of the throat had extended to? 
the internal carotid or jugular vein. In most 
of the cases ammonia and bark were re- 
quired from the first, with the application of 
the nitrate of silver to the throat. 

Mr. Brown had had no experience of the 
disease on the Surrey side of the water ; but 
he had noticed in his practice that, in cases 
of scarlet and low fever, there was a great 
tendency to diphtheritic deposit on the 
mouth, tongue, and throat. He had seen 
some cases of the disease affecting the mu- 
cous membrane of the vulva. Nodoubt the 
cause was atmospheric. These patients re- 
quired support, with wine and tonics, from 
the commencement.—Lancet, November 
27, 1852, 
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Treatment of Vesico- Vaginal Fistula.— 
Dr. Druitt made a few observations on this 
subject at a late meeting of the Medical So- 
ciety of London, chiefly with a view of re- 
commending to the notice of the Society a 
very useful form of metallic quill suture, 
which was advocated by Dr. Marion Sims, 
an American physician (See Am. Journ. 
of Med. Sci.) Dr. Druitt hada patient who 
was the subject of this distressing malady, 
as a consequence of protracted parturition, 
which had led to extensive sloughing, after 
which the cicatrized parts around the fistula 
were of extreme hardness. After the main 
extent of the aperture had been closed by 
the ordinary operation, there was one corner 
at which a small canal existed, the sides of 
which it was extremely difficult to keep in 
contact long enough to admit of their heal- 
ing; but this had been at last accomplished 
by the method of Dr. M. Sims, which is as 
follows: After the edges have been pared, 
and a sufficient number of fine threads have 
been passed through both lips of the wound, 
each thread is made to draw through a fine 
silver wire, which is to serve for the suture. 
Then the operator must be provided with 
two clamps of silver or other white metal, 
each a little longer than the transverse dia- 
meter of the wound. These clamps are 
perforated with holes ; the wires are passed 
through the holes, and the clamps are fixed 
by means of split shot, which are passed up 
the wires to the proper distance, and then 
fixed by a pinch with the forceps. One 
great advantage of the wire ligature was, that 
it was quite unable, like silk or thread, to 
absorb urine and other liquids, by which 
threads of absorbent materials are converted 
into setons of a most suppurative kind. He 
further showed a needle, with a fish-hook 
curve, which he had found useful for intro- 
ducing the sutures through both lips of the 
fistula: He then spoke of a method of ex- 
amining the vagina and os uteri without the 
speculum, which consists in placing the pa- 
tient on her hands and knees; then, if an 
assistant separates the nates, and throws 
open the orifice of the vagina, the abdominal 
parietes descend, and the atmosphere enters 
and distends the vagina, rendering every 
part of it, and even the os uteri, visible in a 
good light. This plan of examination he 
believed to be not without its uses in cases 
in which the speculum was not deemed ne- 
cessary.— Medical Times and Gazette, De- 
cember 18, 1852, 
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Iodine Injections.—Dr. Botnet has, for} development; in those which, as the phoca, 
some time, employed with success iodine ; live in water and feed off moist substances, 
injections in cases of chronic abscess, fistulee this gland is atrophied, or absent altogether. 
in ano, ascites, and certain affections of the ( The other glands retain their size according 
mucous membrane, characterized by dimi- {to the necessity of the function over which 
nution of their vitality, relaxation of their {they preside.— Medical Times and Gazette, 
texture, by exaggerated and vitiated secre-? December 25, 1852, from L’ Union Meédi- 
tion, such as blennorrhagia, vaginitis, etc. } cale, 1852. 

He has also attempted, by the same means, } - 

the obliteration of ovarian cysts. Dr. Boys} Tying the Artery above the Sac in Aneu- 
de Loury had lately a case treated success- } rism.—M. Roux, who adopts, in the treat- 
fully in this way. A woman, aged 51, be-} ment of aneurism, the plan of tying the 
came the subject of an ovarian tumour, which ; artery above the sac, as recommended by 
resisted all kinds of treatment, and she be- } Hunter, observes that, in consequence of 
came an in-patient of the Hopital St. Lazare. these operations, several consecutive acci- 
; 











On May 14, 1852, Dr. Boinet, at the re- 3 dents have been observed. Of eighty-two 
quest of Dr. de Loury, punctured the cyst) cases recorded by the author, gangrene en- 
sued in four; two were instances of partial 
mortification in patches; two were instances 
of sphacelus of the entire limb. Consecu- 


with a trocar, and gave exit to a quantity of 
colourless fluid ; then he injected the follow- 
ing: Distilled water, 50 grammes; tinct. of} 
iodide, 50 grammes; ioduret of potassium, ; tive hemorrhage occurred four times; at the 
2 grammes. The fluid was left five minutes : day, at the twenty-second, at the 





in the cyst, then let out, and the wound was} thirty. fourth, at the fiftieth; that is to say, 
closed with plaster. Severe inflammation} in the last case, after the separation of the 
followed the operation, but the patient re-}!igature. Asa genefal result of operations 
covered completely within a fortnight. The} undertaken for the cure of spontaneous aneu- 
injection of the iodine caused only a sensa- } rism, there were ten unfavourable cases, and 
tion of heat.— Medical Times and Gazette, twenty-three cures. Operations undertaken 
December 4, 1853, from L’ Union Médicale, } for consecutive false aneurism were followed 
Sept. 11, 1853. by much more favourable results. In ten 
- cases (instances of false aneurism of the bra- 
The Comparative Anatomy and Physiolo-} chial artery from bleeding) the result was 
gy of the Salivary Glands in Manand other’ favourable in all. Accidents in bleeding 
Vertebrate Animals. By M. C. L. Ber-}had produced six cases of arterio-venous 
NaRD.—Anatomy shows the group of eali-; aneurism, for which the brachial artery was 
vary glands as an homogeneous apparatus, ‘ tied; success ensued in four cases; in two, 
of which the different parts are identical in} }gangrene, demanding amputation of the 
structure. Physiological analysis, on the? limbs, supervened.— Op. cit. Oct. 1852. 
other hand, teaches that the secreted pro- 
ducts are of different composition. Inspite? Infusoria in Cancer,of the Mouth.—Mr. 
~ of the mixture of the different kinds of saliva } WeEpen Cooxe exhibited under the micro- 
in the mouth, their functions remain distinct.} scope, to the Medical Society of London 
The characteristic of the parotid isto secrete ' (Oct. 16, 1852), some infusoria which he had 
for mastication ; that of the submaxillary for’ taken from a case of cancer of the tongue. 
taste; that of the sublingual and buccal for; It had been stated that these insects were to 
deglutition. We cannot expect to find sad be found in cancer generally, but he had 
birds the homotypes of the parotid and sub-; only discovered them in that disease when 
maxillary glands, because the functions con- ; situated in the tongue. Did this arise from 
nected with these two organs, namely, mas- the warmth of the mouth? Some of these 
tication and gustation (taste) are wanting. } insects, as seen in the field of the microscope, 
The viscid and glairy secretion which flows} appeared of the size and shape of bugs; 
from their glands has nothing in common } others were of aneel-like shape. He brought 
with the parotid and submaxillary fluids of; forward the insects, as he thought they were 
mammailia, but it is identical with that fur-} interesting in regard to many points in the 
nished by the sublingual and buccal glands.} pathology of cancer. Were they, for in- 
In mammalia, which masticate hard and dry; stance, peculiar to cancer? Did they origi- 
articles of food, the parotid attainsits extreme, nate from the ova of insects getting into the 
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mouth from the exterior ?—Lancet, Oct. 23, ' an account of his mission in a long report to 
1852. ‘the Ministers of the Interior, Agriculture, 
-_ ‘and Commerce; and the report has just 

Preservation of Leeches.—M. Scnvnter } been published for public information. After 
states, that of all the means that he has tried | briefly noticing the vast importance of the 
for oneaning leeches in a healthy state, and ? discovery, and mentioning that the credit of 
for restoring those that have become dis- { having turned it to a practical account be- 
eased, he finds well-burned charcoal the best. ‘ longs to two fishermen, named Gehin and 
It is to be well-soaked three or four times : : Remy, of Bresse, in the Vosges, M. Coste 
in fresh spring water, and then laid, un- { states that he has ascertained by experi- 
broken, and while yet wet, in a large glass | ments made in conjunction with Messrs. 
receptacle, into which the leeches, after ‘ Berthot and Detzem that the eggs of the fish 
being well washed, are then to be put, no’ may be conveyed any distance out of water 
water besides that which adheres to the { without losing any of their qualities, and that 
charcoal being added. The whole is to be ‘they may be made by a very simple appa- 
tied over with a cloth, and put into a cool} ratus, to become excluded or hatched, more 
cellar for five days. Unhealthy leeches thus ; safely than when deposited by the female in 
treated become well and eager to bite. In‘ beds of streams. By this plan, M. Coste 
summer, the leeches should be laid in the; asserts that it is possible to get two yields 
charcoal once a week, and in winter once a} of fish instead of one in the same period of 
fortnight. By this means, M. Schuller is? time, and thereby to stock all the waters in 
enabled to preserve his leeches in a most { France at scarcely any expense. He then 
healthy condition, even in the hottest wea- {goes on to say, that Messrs. Berthot and 
ther. Dr. Buchner has found wet turf as; Detzem have this year, notwithstanding 
useful as charcoal.—British and Foreign: their resources have only been scanty, pro- 
Medico-Chirurgical Review, October, 1852, ; duced in the reservoirs of the canal, not 
from Buchner’s Newe Repertor. I. 226. fewer than a million of trout and salmon. 
_ He recommends that a sum of money should 

Artificial Production of Fish.—An ac- ; be placed at their disposal to carry on opera- 
count was given a.short time ago of the dis-? tions on a grand scale; and he goes into 
covery ofthe means of producing fresh-water } lengthened details to prove that their esta- 
fish to an immense extent, by preserving the § blishment, from its position near sheets and 
eggs of the female, and applying to them, { streams of water, is peculiarly adapted to be- 
at the suitable time, the milt of the male; {come a great centre of the artificial produc- 
and it was stated that an extensive applica- : tion of fish. He gives a minute description 
tion of the system had already been made ; of the apparatus he proposes to employ in 
- with the most extraordinary success in nu- } preserving the females’ eggs, and in causing 
merous rivers and streams in different parts} them to become excluded; and he states 
of France. The French Government, in; that it will enable fish, peculiar to the Rhine, 
order to increase the food of the people, and } to the lakes of Constance and Zurich, and 
to create anew branch of commerce, has} to the Federsee, to be easily produced and 
resolved still further to extend the applica- } naturalizedin French waters. He next shows 
tion of the system; and it has = the extensive reservoirs, which exist or 








several eminent scientific gentlemen to oc-; may be created at Huningen, will allow the 
cupy themselves with it, and especially to? fish to be divided according to their species 
ascertain whether it can be applied to salt- ; and age ; and how the fish, when grown up 
water as well asto fresh-water fish. In ex- {to a certain size, may, if required, be re- 
ecution of its instructions, M. Coste, Mem- ; moved from place to place. He proceeds to 
ber of the Institute, and Professor of the stat that a sum of 22,000f. will be sufficient 
College de France, has visited an establish- ; to prepare the establishment of Huningen for 
ment for producing fish near Huningen, ' ¢ what is required, and an allowance of 8,000 
founded by MM. Berthot and Detzem, engi- < francs a year enough to keep it up. In the 
neers of the canal from the Rhone to the ‘ course of his report, M. Coste takes occa- 
Rhine, to see whether it cannot be made to sion to mention the curious experiment he 
supply all sorts of fish in sufficient quantities ‘ made some time agoof producing salmon in 
to stock all the rivers, streams, canals, and ;a vessel at the College de France, by sim- 

lakes in the country. M. Coste has given ‘ ‘ ply causing water to flow from a cistern over 
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fecundated eggs; and he says that the sal- 
mon so produced are at present more than 
two inches in length, one- fifth of which they 
have grown within the last 25 days. He 
further announces that he has likewise suc- 
ceeded in producing, also at the College de 
France, a considerable number of lobsters ; 
and he dwells on the importance tothe coun- 
try of increasing the production of that and 
other descriptions of shell-fish. M. Heurtier, 
director of agriculture and commerce, has 
also addressed a report to the Minister, in 
which he relates the extraordinary results 
obtained by Gehin and Remy’s system, and 
strongly recommends that the 30,000f. de- 
manded by M. Coste for Huningen shall be 
at once awarded ; also, that that gentleman 
shall be sent into Italy to examine into the 
means of preserving and producing fish em- 
ployed near the Adriatic, and especially at 
Commachio. The Minister has approved 
of these recommendations.— London Journal 
of Medicine, September, 1852. 

Life prolonged for eight months by Food 
artificially introduced into the Stomach.— 
[The following case, recorded in the Lancet 
(Dec. 4, 1852), by F. W. Cannon, Eszq,, is 
remarkable for the long period life was pro- 
longed by the artificial introduction of food 
into the stomach] :— 

Miss H——, single, aged forty-five years, 
of very spare habit and melancholy tempe- 
rament, was committed to my care in 1844, 
labouring under religious melancholia. 
During five years and a half residence in my 
asylum, her appetite varied considerably ; 
for days successively, she refused to take 
anything but biscuits and water, at other 
times she ate great quantities of food, and 


- especially beef, with a large proportion of 


fat. From the 22d of August, 1848, to the 
12th of February, 1849, she positively re- 
fused everything, even water, during which 
period, she was fed by the stomach- pump 
on beef-tea, eggs, gruel, &c. &c. On the 
13th of February, she sipped some cold 


water, and from this date, until the 16th of 


March, continued to do so at intervals, on 
the latter day taking treacle and water. She 
occasionally drank water, or treacle and 
water, up to the 28th of April, obstinately 
refusing, from this period until her death 
(which occurred January 4, 1850), all food, 
&c., except that which was given by the 
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} sometimes moistening the passages with 
> fluid, but life was wholly sustained during 
rather more than eight months by the arti- 
ficial introduction of everything that entered 
the stomach. 

The only reason that my patient ever as- 
signed for abstaining from food, was, that 
she feared to produce pain in her mouth, to 
which she had been subject ; I believe, how- 

\ even: that she had seme religious scruples, 
which I could never induce her to disclose. 

It was somewhat singular to witness (after 
the first three or four introductions of the 
tube) the eagerness with which she assisted 
in the operation, and the great anxiety mani- 
fested lest I should forget her times of taking 
food. 

Ophthalmological Gimcracks.—Professor 
Jacos, of Dublin, who holds a high station 
as an anatomist and successful cultivator,of 
ophthalmic surgery, prefaces some extracts 
from the journals with the following just 
remark :— 

‘¢ The following account of some of the 
‘new found old inventions’ of the day 
proves that this branch of surgery is still in 
’ the hands of men who do not understand it. 
What between want of skill in the use of 








simple instruments, and want of better 
means of realizing ophthalmological cha- 
racter, there is no end of these niaiseries.”’ 
—Dublin Med. Press, Nov. 17, 1852. 

Influenza.—During last November, this 
complaint was so general at Madrid that 
scarcely a family escaped it. 

Cholera at Berlin.—The Berlin Commit- 
; tee of Health has made its last report, the 
j opidionsie having for the present ceased. 
’Since the appearance of the disease there 
{had been 235 cases; of which, 157 were 
‘fatal ; 78 only were cured. 
> Out-Patients.—[There is much truth in 
ithe following remarks of our esteemed con- 
temporary the London Journal of Medi- 
cine] :— 

A great delusion is practised at most of 
our hospitals by the indiscriminate bestowal 
} of advice (?) and drugs on all comers, ‘‘ out- 
| pesianee” as they are called. The time in 

which persons are prescribed for is often only 
‘a fraction of a minute; and from the vast 


‘ 








stomach-pump. For sixteen months, then, } number of people who are officially reported 
this lady had the pump introduced daily— ‘to get this kind of advice at our various hos- 
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pitals, we infer that one or two minutes is 
above the average amount of time which 
each applicant has devoted to his case, and 
that after hours of waiting ! The out-patient 
system pauperizes many by leading them to 
seek charity when they do not require it; 
it makes all lose valuable time, often a whole 
day, and the chances are that little if any 
good isdone tothe ailments. The mon- 
strous character of this abuse must soon at- 
tract public attention; it is ruining some 
members of the profession by taking their 
patients: and by impressing the recipients 
of hospital advice (?) with the valueless na- 
ture of therapeutic resources. 





Nees von Esenbach.—The Wiener Zei- 
tung publishes an appeal on behalf of Nres 
von ESENBACH, one of the most learned 
German naturalists, who, having lost his 
professorship on account of the part he took 
in the political troubles of 1848-49, is now 
living in the most extreme destitution and 
misery in Breslau. His deprivations are not 
comparative; he is literally threatened with 
death from old age and hunger. The paper 
states that the Professor, who is in his 76th 
year, lives in a low suburb of Breslau, ina 
miserable den that can hardly be called a 
room, over acow-stall. His extensive library 
has been sold to pay his debts, and a targe ; 
collection of plants, which in some branches 
is described as unequalled, he has in vain 
endeavoured to dispose of. It is his only 
property, and, after the trifle it may realize 
has been exhausted, there is nothing before 
the gray-haired savan but starvation.— 
Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ. November 
24, 1852. _ 

The Medical Profession*and American 
Slavery.—A certain Bensamin W. Ricnarp- 
son, ina letter to the editor of the Lancet 
(Dec. 4, 1852), writes as follows :— 

‘* T see in the Times of to-day, that a meet- 
ing of ladies has lately been held at Strafford 
House, for the purpose of addressing a me- 
morial from the women of England to the 
women of the United States, in favour of the 
abolition of slavery. 

“‘ While I earnestly admire the philanthro- 
pic motives which called these ladies toge- 
ther, and anticipate great good from their 
labours, I cannot but think that they have 
set before the English members of the pro- 
fession of medicine, an example well worthy 
of being followed.” 

He then inquires: ‘‘ Now might not we, 













































82 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


the medical men of this country, do much 
good by transmitting a fitting memorial to 
our Transatlantic brethren, entreating them 
to lend their aid to every endeavour that 
shall be made to abolish slavery ?’’ and he 
makes a long appeal, characterized by the 
usual cant and twaddle, that they should do 
so, very thriftily observing ‘that the memo- 
rial might be prepared at the merest outlay 
of labour and at little pecuniary cost.” 

We might suppose, from the grievous com- 
plaints continually made in the British Jour- 
nals, of the evils which afflict the profession 
in that country, and which have driven, 
we are told, some members of it to en- 
roll themselves as policemen, and others 
to advertise for menial situations, even that 
of gentleman’s valet, that the profession 
had enough to gratify their philanthropy in 
effecting reforms at home without adding to 
their labours by intermeddling with the con- 
cerns of those at adistance. When they 
shall have succeeded in accomplishing a re- 
form in their own condition, in ameliorating 
that of their labouring population, and in 
liberating their vast East Indian population 
from their worse than negro bondage, their 
example will effect more in stimulating the 
profession in this country to engage in simi- 
lar philanthropic enterprises than any memo- 
rial they can now send us. 


Kinesitheropathy. — Electro-biology has 
already given place to kinesitheropathy, 
medical gymnastics, or Lingism, so-called 
from its originator Ling. In othor words 
‘the last new fudge”’ has given place toa 
newer. 

This Ling was a Swedish epic-poet and 
fencing-master, who died in 1839. In his 
latter capacity he made the profound dis- 
covery that the health of his pupils was mate- 
rially benefited by exercise ; in the former 
he originated the idea that this health might 
be made perfect, and perpetuated by judi- 
cious gymnastical expedients. Lingism, 
therefore, may be said to be a sanitary satire 
on inaction and idleness, just as hydropathy 
is on dirt and drunkenness, or homeopathy 
on pathological hair-splitting, and draught- 
drenching, or electro-biology, on spiritual 
disbelief in matters of physiology. 

What progress this new quackery will make 
remains to be seen. In Sweden it is flour- 
ishing under royal patronage, and in Russia 
and Prussia it is said to have friends in high 
quarters.—Ranking’s Abstract, vol. xvi. 








